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Final International Workshop 

Policy pathways to promote the development and adoption of cleaner technologies  

(POPA-CTDA)   

11th April, 2006

Dear 
We are pleased to invite you to the International Workshop on Policy Pathways to promote environmental innovation being held in Brussels at the Leopold Hotel  on the 31st May 2006. 
This international workshop will bring together policy-makers and experts in the field of innovation of environmental technologies, the ETAP high level group, EU Commission Staff involved in ETAP, and representatives from the agriculture, transport, energy and industry sectors. As the project aimed to learn lessons and produce horizontal measures based in eight technological clusters in four economic sectors, the workshop will aim to 

· Present results on barriers and drivers to innovation;
· Discuss the use of different policy options that aim to promote innovation and the diffusion of environmental technologies in Europe;
· Discuss the costs, benefits and drawbacks of the different policy options and;
· Contrast a short list of policy-instruments to promote the innovation process against the perspective of participants from diverse stakeholder groups.

The discussions will be based on the main findings of the EU research project  - Policy pathways to promote the development and adoption of cleaner technologies - carried out by a consortium of European research institutes (see Annex). It is hoped that the discussions will contribute to national and European administrations efforts at  identifying suitable ways to promote the development and diffusion of environmental technologies in the European Union.

Background papers will be circulated a week in advance of the workshop to all those registered, presenting the main results of the research project and propositions for the application of policy instruments that will be discussed at the workshop. All materials will be downloadable from www.popa-ctda.net by May 23rd, 2006.
As regards documentation you will receive further information concerning the agenda and participants. Participants are invited to bring along copies of the summary report and specific workshops materials; though some spare copies will be available on the day. There will be copies of all presentations available on the day.

The success of the workshop depends on the involvement of the right mix of people. You are expected to participate in two plenary sessions and in one of four parallel discussion sessions. Your comments will help us to produce more sound policy recommendations to the ETAP process. We hope that you can join us to make it a success. Note also that there are limited places, and if you cannot make it, please let us know if there is a suitable replacement or that you cannot make it. Please fill in the attached registration form by May 4th, 2006. Only registered people will receive further information
Looking forward to hearing from you.

On behalf of the Research Consortium  
Dr. Carlos Montalvo
TNO Senior Adviser on Strategy and Innovation Policy 
Project Coordinator
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